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a day of favor, though a day of deep exercise. 
No one knows how heavy-hearted I left my bed, 
with our meetings, the care of the children in 
them, added to my own great weakness and in- 
firmities, pressing upon me. As I dressed and 
prepared for our morning collection, my eye was 
upward for help and forgiveness. These words 
of David presenting, a little comforted and en- 
couraged: By my God have I run through a 
troop, and by Him leaped over a wall. I was 
led tremblingly to believe, that the same Power 
was near to help me; even to run and leap over 
all in me that opposed and hindered the exalta- 
tion of the kingdom of the Redeemer. On taking 
my seat in meeting, sins long since committed, pre- 
sented one after another; when unexpectedly was 
brought to remembrance the promise : “ The blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from ali sin.” This 
afresh encouraged, to apply in living faith to be 
healed, washed, and made clean. My exercise 
continued throughout the meeting; and near the 
close, fearfully and tremblingly, was I led to 
aa ae myself in vocal prayer; and asked a 
ittle fresh help not only for myself, but for us 
all. 
21st. Attended, yesterday, the funeral of our 
young friend Samuel Trimble, of Concord. He 
died of consumption: and being a very gradual 
decline, it allowed time for a preparation for the 
great and awful change: so that he seemed, the 
latter part of his time, like one waiting the com- 
ing of his Lord. It felt to me, that he “ had oil 


in his vessel with his lamp;” and when the mid- 
night cry was heard, “entered in,” &c. These con- 
siderations led me to look seriously into my own 
state and that of others; and greatly did I desire 
that none of us might be found wanting oil, in 
that awful moment which fast hasteneth to every 


one of us. 

25th. During the after part of yesterday, 
many of the children seemed very unsettled. 
How painful to me thus to sit and watch them! 
but I feel it to be my religious duty to do so, and 
not let them behave in an unbecoming manner. 
When some of them did badly, I cannot tell 
what a grief it was to me! Being the evening 
previous to Christmas was the cause of it. I 
grieved over the children, but more over their 
parents and friends. It feels to me some of these 
will have much to answer for. 

(To be continued.) 


For “‘ The Friend.” 


Wanderings in China —No. 5. 


(Concluded from page 315). 

The superstitious dread which the Chinese 
entertain of the spirits of their ancestors; and 
the — wide-spread superstition of Feng 
Shui (which will be further noticed) furnish an 
explanation of many of the peculiar customs of 
this peculiar people. No doubt the intercourse 
of the more cultivated classes with intellectual 
people of other nations will gradually weaken 
the force of these superstitious notions; but 
probably many generations will elapse before 
their influence will be materially lessened in the 
minds of the bulk of the population. 

One of the most obvious effects, is the strong 
desire of the Chinese to have male descendants 
who may continue to honor them after death, 
and to provide for their wants in the Spirit 
World by burnt offerings made from time to 
time, which they imagine will thus be made 
serviceable to their departed spirits. In conse- 
quence of this, male infants are highly valued, 
while baby girls are little esteemed, and thousands 
of them are put to death by their own mothers. 
So far from being deemed a crime, this infanticide 


is not even blamed by public opinion. In some 
districts thirty per cent of all the girls born are 
put to death! Out authoress says that in Foo- 
Chow, where she was then staying, it is quite a 
common thing for a mother to mention that she 
has made away with three or four girls. To 
Chinese students of Bible history it seems pre- 
posterous to assert that Pharoah could have 
commanded that the boys of the Israelites should 
all be drowned, and the girls saved alive ! 

One simple detail will illustrate the different 
estimate in which sons and daughters are held, 
even in families which have no wish to destroy 
the latter: In certain districts the medical charge 
for vaccinating a boy is 800 cash, equal to about 
17 cents. Thecharge for vaccinating a girl is only 
400 cash, as it is found that people would rather 
run the risk of their daughter’s beauty being 
destroyed, than paying for her at the same rate 
as a son! 

Among the merchants of Foo-Chow was one 
named A hok, who had become wealthy by success 
in business, and who was noted for his liberality 
in doing good. One of his good deeds has been 
the saving of innumerable girl-babies by the 
announcement that he would give an allowance 
of rice for a certain time to every mother, who, 
proposing to destroy her unwelcome female in- 
fant, would abstain from so doing. It was found 
that when a woman has taken the trouble of 
rearing her babe through its early stages of 
existence, she grows fond of it, and rarely destroys 
it wilfully. The number of Ahok’s pensioners 
varied considerably in years of plenty or of 
famine, in some years he allowed rice to 500 
mothers to induce them to spare the lives of the 
innocents, and in others this number was reduced 
to 300. 

Ahok was practically a Christian, having long 
attended the services of the American Mission. 


There are also Foundling Hospitals established |’ 


by the natives, for the preservation of the children, 
but so poorly managed that there is great loss of 
life. Those who survive to the age-of 10 months 
are often purchased by childless couples, who 
want to rear a servant for their old age, or else 
by provident parents who thus cheaply provide 
future wives for their sons. 

Among the Chinese, betrothals are often made 
in very early life. C. F. Gordon Cumming men- 
tions a curious example of this. A visitor at a 
Christian school was particularly attracted by a 
bright little boy, about eight years of age, who 
for some months had refused to worship the 
village idols, and who repeated various Christian 
hymns with much feeling. He carried in his 
arms.a wee baby-girl, and the visitor naturally 
asked if it was his sister, whereupon he looked 
shy and did not answer, but his brother volun- 
teered the information, “She is his wife!” On 
further inquiry as to why so young a baby had 
been taken from its own mother, the boy’s mother 
explained that had she purchased an older child, 
she would have been required to pay a higher 
price, whereas, having a girl of her own of the 
same age, she had exchanged with a neighbor, 
who also had a son to marry, but as this baby 
was larger and fatter than her own, she had 
thrown in a dollar and some cakes to equalize 
the exchange ! 

Connected with ancestral worship as a barrier 
to change in China, is the mysterious Fene 
Suur. It seems impossible for anyone who has 
not had long experience of this extraordinary 
and incomprehensible race to realize the extent 
to which all social and domestic life is influenced 
by these twin forces. The literal interpretation 
of “ Feng Shui” is Wind and Water, but what 


idea the term conveys to a Chinaman’s mind no 
one seems able to define, beyond that it has to 
do with the good and genial influences which are 
ever moving gently from the south, and algo 
with the baneful influences which come from the 
north, and which may possibly be disturbed 
any alteration of existing pre surroundings, 
It seems almost impossible for a foreigner to 
arrive at “ exact understanding of this great 
overruling belief of the millions of Chinamen, 
yet no one can be many hours in China ere the 
term becomes so familiar as to make its solution 
a matter much desired. Apparently it has @ 
pecial reference to the repose of the dead, and 
the influence of the mighty host of disembodied 
spirits upon the welfare or adversity of their 
living human successors on this earth. 

It is something intangible and indescribable, 
yet omnipotent—a vague, shadowy spirit of evil, 
which stands in the way, and effectually bar 
every effort in favor of progress and civilization, 

Why does a Chinaman object to his neighbor 
building a top story to his house? Because his 
doing so may disturb the Feng Shui—thog 
gracious influences which now come straight 
over the city to the hall of his ancestral tablets, 
or to the graves where his dead are laid. 

Why does he object to the making of a rail 
way? Because the whole country is dotted with 
ancestral graves, each of which has been dug on 
a site selected after long consideration, and rm 
peated payments to a soothsayer deeply versed 
in the mysteries of Feng Shui—a spot selected as 
that of all others most certain to attract those 
gentle southern influences, and well shielded 
from all baneful blasts from the chill north 
So to make a railway would stir up the spirits of 
countless past generations, and let loose on the 
country a whole army of unquiet and malevolent 
ghosts.* 

Do I wish to build a high wall on my own 
honestly purchased land? My neighbor may 
object that, by so doing, I turn aside the coune 
of the spirits, who always come from that par 
ticular quarter to do him good. So if I persist 
in building my wall, the chances are that he will 
raise a mob and come to pull it down, and 
neither the Chinese nor the British authorite 
will move a finger to obtain redress for me. 
on the other hand, I venture to pull down a 
old wall on my own land, my neighbor may be 
equally annoyed, as I thereby open a straight 
course by which malevolent spirits may reach 
him from an unlucky quarter. 

As good a definition of the undefinable # 
can well be obtained was given to me by Mor 
signor Gentile, the Roman Catholic Bishop o 
Ningpo, who described the Feng Shui as = 
the path of the Great Dragon, who rushes thro 
the air just above the houses, spouting blessin 
in showers from his nostrils. He flies strai 
forward, unless by evil chance he should strike 


* As standing examples of the reality of this opponett 
to material progress we have the history of the railway 
from Woo Shing to Shanghai, which, after it was 2 
full working order, was bought up by the Chines 
Government at a great cost, only to A torn up on this 
account, and all its plant safely deported to Formos, 
where it was deposited and left to rust upon the 

Then, too, (when Li Hung Chang, the great advocate 
of progress had succeeded in forming the Kaiping Coal 
Mining Company with a view to developing the vast 
mineral resources of his country) after four years had 
been spent in boring and shaft-sinking, the reactionary 
party raised the Feng Shui spectre, asserting that the 
sickness prevailing in the Imperial Palace at Peking 
was due to the disturbance caused to the spirit of the 
Empress Dowager by all this tunnelling within sixi 
miles of her tomb! So by Imperial edict the work® 
displeasing to the dead was arrested. 
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against some high building, in which case he 
turns aside at an angle, and so the houses beyond 
lose their share of his blessing. Hence the 
‘ealous care of Chinese house-builders lest anyone 
should build a house higher than his neighbor, 
and the singular uniformity of domestic archi- 
tecture, as seen from any high ground in the 
cities. 

The same law which compels the Dragon to 
move in straight lines regulates the movements 
of all spirits, to whom anything of the nature of 
a zig-zag is peculiarly puzzling. For this reason 
those who have assisted in the murder of a female 
baby are very particular to carry it to the grave 
by a path of this description, so that the baby- 
spirit may fail in its endeavors to return, should 
it seek to avenge itself on its unnatural parents. 

This, too, is the reason why in Chinese houses 
the doors and windows are all placed irregularly, 
never facing one another, and especially why we 
often see a meaningless-looking bit of wall placed 
just outside the outer gate, and a little larger 
than the entrance. It serves the same purpose 
as the screen which is placed between the door 
and the coffin in the house of the dead. The 
spirits in their flight will strike this wall, and 
instead of rushing into the house by the open 
doorway will be turned aside. It never occurs to 
them to double round the wall, and so find their 
way in! 

Thus do fear and reverence for the dead com- 
bine with the mysterious Feng Shui to form the 
ruling principle of all existence in China. They 
are the twin giants whose power all acknowledge, 
and against whom all resistance seems useless. 






danger, he may easily get the advantage over us, 
which, if yielded unto, only makes it harder to 
resist when next we are tempted ; for true it is 
that they that despise the day of small things 
shall fall by little and little; and they that are 
faithful in a little shall be rulers over more. 

And now, dear Friends, may we all be pre- 
served in future from the many snares into which 
others have fallen through unwatchfulness, some 
of which I have long since seen the danger of, 
wherein my own feet had well nigh slipped. 
Now seeing that that which is to be known of 
God is manifest in man, it does seem to me, that 
the only safe way for us to walk in, is to endeavor 
to keep our minds single unto the Lord, desiring 
to know no more than He is pleased to manifest 
to us, daily watching and waiting for right direc- 
tion in all things; for He is the true Light that 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world; 
and as we give heed and follow this light, and 
his still small voice in our hearts, saying, this is 
the way walk thou in it, we shall soon see that 
the way to the kingdom is not hard to be under- 
stood, and that it isso plain that a wayfaring- 
man, though a fool, shall not err therein. 

As this is the path that all the followers of our 
Redeemer have ever trod, so I doubt not many 
of you have already found His ways to be ways 
of pleasantness and all his paths peace; and by 
walking therein have been made partakers of 
that peace which the world can neither give nor 
take away. Many are the precious promises to 
such as persevere therein, for it is the only way 
cast up for the ransomed and redeemed of the 
Lord to walk in. 

Think it not strange concerning the fiery trials 
which may try you, as though some strange thing 
had happened unto you; for these light afflic- 
tions which are but for a moment, work for us a 
far more exceeding and etertial weight of glory. 
“Tn this world ye shall have tribulation, but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world,” is 
the encouraging language of our dear Redeemer ; 
and “he that overcometh will I grant to sit with 
me in my throne, even as I overcame and am 
set down with my Father in his throne.” So let 
us strive to leave those things which are behind, 
and “press forward toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Although there may seem to be many discour- 
agements and hindering things in the way, let us 
remember that the Lord can cause the moun- 
tains of opposition to skip like rams, and the little 
hills like lambs, and thus make a way when 
there seems to be no way; and if faithful unto 
death, we shall at last receive the crown of life; 
for “ he that endureth to the end, the same shall 
be saved.” 

Our worthy predecessors in the truth cheer- 
fully bore all that was permitted to come upon 
them, even to imprisonment, and some even 
counted the truth dearer to them than their na- 
tural lives, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer for his name’s sake; “ choosing 
rather to suffer afflictions with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, 
esteeming the reproaches of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures in Egypt, for they had respect 
to the recompense of reward ;” and the same 
faith we are now called upon to uphold before 
the world. Now, dear Friends, shall we turn our 
backs in the day of trouble, or allow our minds 
to be taken up with other things, or follow the 
lo! heres or lo! theres so apparent in various 
places up and down in the land in these days, 
and thus allow these precious doctrines and tes- 
timonies to fall to the ground, or be trampled 
under foot? Nay; I am persuaded better things 


though I thus speak ; for I believe the religion of 
the Society of Friends is primitive Christianity 
revived in its ancient purity. And although some 
who are called may not continue faithful unto 
the end, yet the Lord, who is able to turn the 
hearts of the children of men as a man turneth 
the water-course in his field, is even now at work 
with his good Spirit in the hearts of many sons 
and daughters, inviting them to come, taste and 
see that He is good ; and, “except the Lord build 
the house, they labor in vain that build it; ex- 
cept the Lord keep the city the watchman waketh 
but in vain.” And we may remember, that “the 
preparation of the heart, and the answer of the 
tongue,” is also from Him. 

If any there be whose hearts have not been 
thus prepared by Him, or who have not submit- 
ted to the cleansing, purifying operations of his 
Holy Spirit, nor heeded his call while pleading 
with them, such will not be likely to hear or re- 
ceive what I (such a poor unworthy one) can 
now say to them; unless it please the Lord once 
more to enlighten their understandings and make 
them willing to receive Him in the way of his 
coming, and to follow Him in the way of his lead- 
ings. I hope there are but few such unfaithful 
ones amongst us; but, if any such there be, let 
them now have their deeds brought to the light, 
that their sins may go before hand to judgment ; 
and by that faith which overcomes the world 
they may be led away from the barren moun- 
tains, where there is neither dew, nor rain, nor 
fields of offerings, into green pastures and beside 
the still waters; there to partake of that living 
bread which came down from Heaven, and which 
alone can nourish up the soul unto eternal life ; 
there to realize that one hour in God’s presence 
is better than a thousand elsewhere. Yes, “I 
would rather be a door-keeper in the house of 
the Lord, than to dwell in the tents of wicked- 
ness.” 

So, dear young Friends, by following Him 
who has called you out of the darkness into his 
marvellous light, and enabled you to see the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin; and by experiencing 
the washing of regeneration and the renewing of 
the Holy Ghost; you may be prepared and 
strengthened to bear the burdens which must 
soon fall upon your shoulders, when the fathers 
and mothers who have long borne the burden in 
the heat of the day, are called to their long homes 
to receive the reward of their labors. Yes! and 
has not the call already gone forth to this peo- 
ple, “to arise, shine, for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord has arisen upon thee; for 
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the people, but the Lord shall arise upon 
thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee ; and 
the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to 
the brightness of thy rising.” 

But if this is ever our happy experience, shall 
it not be by individual faithfulness, and by ex- 
amining our own hearts, and watching our own 
thoughts, words, and actions? If we endeavor 
to do this, it seems to me we will have but little 
time to spare in dwelling upon the faults of 
others ; for this is indeed poor food to feed upon ; 
and if it is indulged in, we will finally lose our 
own strength, and have no relish for any thing 
substantial. But let us rather be concerned to 
have our own deeds brought to the light; saying, 
“Search me, O Lord, and try my heart; prove 
me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be 
any wicked way in me; and lead me in the — 
everlasting.” Cast all your care upon the Lord, 
for He careth for you; “Trust in the Lord and 
lean not to thine own understanding; in all thy 
ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct thy 







































For “ The Friend.” 


An Address to Friends. 


Dear Friends,—As I have long felt an interest 
in the welfare of all the followers of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, and for the spreading 
of our Redeemer’s kingdom in the earth, as well 
as for my own everlasting welfare; so my desires 
for our preservation in the ever-blessed truth, 
and for our encouragement to persevere therein, 
still remain with me. ‘Trusting this may be re- 
ceived in that love in which it is written, and 
which would gather all into the Heavenly en- 
closure, do I now salute you. Grace be unto you 
and peace from God the Father and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

I have no new doctrine to set forth, or new 
faith to advocate, but that faith which is so 
plainly set forth in the Scriptures of truth, the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner-stone. He is now 
the teacher of his people; therefore, if any lack 
wisdom among you, let them ask of God who 
giveth to all men liberally, and it shall be given 
them, according to our Saviour’s own words: “I 



























cometh unto the Father but by me, and no man 
can come unto me except the Father which hath 
sent me draw him.” As there is but the one foun- 
dation, for “other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ ;” and as we 
have but one life to live, therefore it seems to me 
itis dangerous for us to be spending the time 
allotted us here in trying to find an easier way 
to the kingdom, or one that would better suit 
our own inclinations ; for the enemy of our soul’s 
peace is ever ready, in many and various ways, 
to draw our minds away from the true Fountain 
and Source of all good, by laying his snares in 
the way he is most likely to prevail over us, and 
attacking us at a time when we are off our guard. 
And then, except it please the Lord to lift up a 
standard against him, and to enable us to see our 
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paths;” for “He is strength in weakness, riches 
in poverty, and a present helper in every needful 
time.” In his own time He “will appoint unto 
them that mourn'm Zion, and give them beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.” 
So may we all have fervent charity among our- 
selves, letting love abound in our hearts to the 
Lord and toward all men, for “by this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if you have 
love one toward another,” so that others, seeing 
our good works, may glorify our Father in 
Heaven. 

Yes, dear Friends, it does seem to me there 
never was a time when faithfulness to the pure 
principles of truth, as ever held by our Society, 
was more needed than at the present day; as 
there seem to be many in various places who 
have become tired of mere forms and shadows, 
and the emptiness thereof, and are hungering 
more and more for the true substance which will 
go with them beyond the grave. 

The Lord is still merciful, slow to anger, and 
of great kindness; not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should return, repent and 
live. So if we will continue to walk by the same 
rule and mind the same thing, as our forefathers 
in the Truth did, we may yet shine forth as a 
people clear as the sun, fair as the moon, and 
terrible as an army with banners, as in the days 
of old, and as in former years. And we may 
each one become prepared, through repentance 
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to join the just of all generations in sing- 
ing the song of Moses and of the Lamb, which 
none can learn but they who are redeemed from 
the earth, and are counted worthy to enter that 
City whose walls are salvation, and whose gates 
are praise, which needeth not the light of the sun 


nor of the moon, for the glory of God doth lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

Finally, brethren, farewell: be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of his might ; be of good 
courage, be of one mind, live in peace; and the 


God of peace shall be with you. So commend- 
ing you to the Lord and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and give 
you an inheritance among all them who are 
sanctified, I remain your friend. 
J.P.S. 
Coal Creek, Iowa, Third Mo. 13th, 1887. 


——_———ro—_____ 


For “‘ The Friend.”’ 


Hold Fast the Form of Sound Words. 
2 Timothy i. 13. 

An advice in the Discipline of Canada Yearly 
Meeting, is that “ ministers and elders should be 
engaged daily in reading the Holy Scriptures, 
diligent in meditating upon them, and careful 
not to misquote or misapply them. In preach- 
ing, writing or conversing about the things of 
God, they should keep to the form of sound 
words and Scripture terms.” There is a natural 
fondness in people to hear and tell new things. 
New forms of expression in religious matters may 
captivate and mislead—the effect being confu- 
sion rather than edification. It is to be feared 
that many honest-hearted members in the Society 
of Friends have been so constantly hearing cer- 
tain forms of speech, of a modern character, that 
they have accepted them as the real doctrines of 
Friends. 

The following extracts from a private letter 
may somewhat illustrate the matter, viz: 


“ By grace are ye saved through faith, which is the 
gift of God. I understand that grace is the gift, 
not faith. We lay hold upon the offers of mercy 
through faith, trust, belief, all one and the same. 


fore the purifying commences. 


Faith cometh by hearing, but grace is the free gift. 
Every man, although naturally depraved, has a 
measure of this grace given him, by means of which 
he can accept the Lord Jesus Christ, and come to 
Him for cleansing. * * Have we any evidence 
in Holy writ of the refining, purifying power taking 
place in any one before conversion? I mean, before 
the time when they give themselves to the Lord? 
And is it not at this time when they are born into 
the kingdom? Is it not then that the covenant is 
made and the Lord begins Ais purifying work? Is 
it not then, and afterward, that He purges them as 
gold and silver? Is it not when we submit ourselves 
to Him for cleansing that we date our new birth? 
Is it not after this time of yielding that the Lord 
sits as a refiner and purifier? * * When we are 
willing to close in with the offers of his mercy, He 
gives us the eternal life, the new heart. Old things 
are done away, all things become new. This is a 
radical change, a change from darkness to light, 
from the power of Satan unto God. This is a defi- 
nite step taken at some time in life: a consent to 
leave the evil and choose the good. But the change 
is wrought by God. We have our part to do how- 
ever. We must give ourselves to Him and He re- 
ceives us. We do not grow into grace, but we grow 
in grace after, by the convicting power of the Holy 
Spirit, we have come to the Lord for cleansing.” 

The above is a specimen of modern teaching 
of the moderate kind. It is ambiguous and con- 
fusing. One leading point in it is that grace 
and faith are so separated as that one is the gift 
of God, the other not. Faith must therefore, ac- 
cording to it, be a faculty of the mind. Another 
point which it teaches is, that the convictions of 
the Holy Spirit are not of a cleansing or purify- 
ing character; but that there is a definite step 
taken, a time when a man gives himself to God, 
makes a covenant with Him, is born into the 
kingdom, and submits himself for cleansing, be- 
This teaching 
implies that man may exercise a will power of 
his own in moving in such an important direc- 
tion, after conviction and before conversion. 
Tnis theory does not agree with the testimony of 
the apostle: “And you hath He quickened, who 
were dead in trespasses and sins.” (Eph. xi. 1.) 
“The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
(Rom. vi. 23.) To be dead in sins is to be void of 
Divine life or any ability of ourselves to return 
to life. “ Verily, verily, [ say unto you, the hour 
cometh and now is, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall 
live.” (John v. 25.) The work of regeneration 
in the soul of man is the work of God, by quick- 
ening those who are dead in sins. The first evi- 
dence of life to sinners is the sense of their lost 
and undone condition ; of the, misery that sin en- 
tails by separating them from God. His visita- 
tions by the convictions of the Holy Spirit, bring 
condemnation upon the sinful mind of man: his 
thoughts are burdened with it. But man may 
frustrate the work of God within himself by re- 
sisting the will of God. He may hear the voice 
of the Son of God but not heed it. Many who 
are professors may be like the Laodiceans, and 
think they are rich, and increased with goods, 
and have need of nothing, without knowing their 
real condition; and in that state wherein they 
are void of feeling, may not recognize the con- 
victions described as the knocking at the door. 
A house may be filled with noisy inmates, and 
none of them hear the knockings that are de- 
signed to awaken their attention. The seed sown 
among thorns is choked with the cares and riches 
and pleasures of this life. 

Some modern teachers present the knocking 
at the door in a literal sense; and try to make 
it appear that the operation of the Holy Spirit, 
under the figure of knocking, is an outside work. 


It is not easy to imagine how the mind of man 
can be reached by an operation outside of the 
mind. The warning to the Laodiceans ig ye 
searching: “As many as I love I “febuke and 
chasten: be zealous therefore and repent. Be 
hold I stand at the door and knock, if any map 
hear my voice and open the door, I will come in 
to him and sup with him, and he with me.” If 
we are so full of other things as to fail to i 
nize the knocking, or what the Spirit may sq 
or make manifest, we hinder the Lord’s oak 
within us. Or we may be deeply moved as Felix 
was, but defer to, as we may think, a more con. 
venient season. Perhaps the enemy has no more 
successful way of frustrating the work of God in 
man, than by deferring it. Our part in the work 
is to yield, to render a passive obedience to the 
work of God within us, which is by us a felt 
operation. He who gave sight to the blind, and 
caused the deaf to hear, does so work by his 
spirit—the Holy Spirit—upon our minds, in our 
thoughts, as to give us the seeing eye and the 
hearing ear; awakens our spiritual perceptions, 
and gives us a spiritual understanding in the 
things of God. Thus we come to receive faith, 
which the Apostle says, “is the evidence of things 
not seen.” “ Faith cometh by hearing, and hear. 
ing by the Word of God”—the Word that “is 
quick and powerful’—not by man. The power 
to yield is of God: who destroys the power of the 
enemy in man “by the Spirit of judgment and 
the Spirit of burning” upon the transgressing na- 
ture in man, until an earnest travail of spirit is 
awakened for deliverance from the thraldom of 
sin. Then, how applicable is the invitation, 
“Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest; Take my yoke 
upon you and learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” The coming to Jesus and learning of 
Him, is the submitting to Him and his condi 
tions. 

Such an experience is the conversion of sin- 
ners into the character of little children: God 
having set up his kingdom within them, they 
delight to do his will. The power that has 
brought them thus far is necessary to keep them 
in the way they should go; and this will be sup 
plied. ADAM SPENCER, 

Springford, Ontario. 

Ge 


For “The Friend.” 


Natural History Notes. 


At the approach of Spring, the coming of the 
birds, and the putting forth of the young leaves 
and blossoms, always awakens fresh feelings of 
interest in the lover of Nature. No matter for 
how many years he has witnessed these things, 
when he wanders into the fields and woods, and 
sees the violets, the dandelions, and other early 
comers lifting up their flowers, a measure of his 
youthful enthusiasm excites the mind. 

The poet Longfellow pleasingly describes thes 
emotions in one of his minor poems :— 


When the warm sun, that brings 
Seed-time and harvest, has returned again, 
’Tis sweet to visit the still wood, where springs 
The first flower of the plain. 


I love the season well, 

When forest glades are teeming with bright forms, 
Or dark and many-folded clouds foretell 

The coming in of storms. 


From the earth’s loosened mold 
The sapling draws its sustenance, and thrives; 
Though stricken to the heart with winter’s cold, 
The drooping tree revives. 











The softly-warbled song 
Comes through the pleasant woods, and colored wings 
Are glancing in the golden sun, along 
The forest openings. 
And when bright sunset fills 


The silver woods with light, the green slope throws 
Its shadows in the hollows of the halls, 
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in And wide the upland glows. 
If And when the day is gone, 
Og- In the blue lake, the sky, o’er reaching far 
a Is hollowed out, and the moon dips her horn, 
or And twinkles many a star. 
lix Inverted in the tide 
On- Stand the gray rocks, and trembling shadows throw, 
ore And the fair trees look over, side by side, 
lin And see themselves below. 
ork On the afternoon of the 25th of Fourth Mo., 
the I walked out with a friend from Indiana. In a 
felt tall hedge of Osage Orange we observed the 
and Brown Thrush, flitting about. This beautiful 
his songster is rather larger than a Robin, and may 
our readily be distinguished by its red color above, 
the much the same shade as the rust of iron, and by 
ons, its white breast spotted with dark hazel. It was 
the the first one we had seen the present season, al- 
Lith, though Robins, Blackbirds, Catbirds, Bluebirds, 
ings and other summer visitants had arrived some 
ear- days before. 
“ig The movements of migratory birdsare probably 
ywer largely governed by the supply of food. Many 
’ the of them are eaters of insects, and when these 
and disappear from sight on the approach of winter, 
r Na the birds which feed upon them are compelled 
it is to seek other climates where food can be ob- 
m of tained. The warmth of Spring which awakens 
tion, into activity the insect tribes, brings back also 
avy their winged pursuers. 
yoke The Robin feeds largely upon the common 
and earthworm; and I noticed quite early in the 
your season that these miners of the soil were at work, 
en is throwing up the little heaps of dirt which may 
ag of be seen thickly scattered over the surface of the 
ondi- ground in many places. So, when the birds 
came, their prey was ready for them. 
"sin Already the Robin takes its part in the early 
God morning chorus, and many of them may be 
they heard singing cheerily between four and five 
has o'clock in the morning. They seem also to 
them enjoy an evening song, and the trees in our 
, Sup village are vocal with their melody long after 
ER, the sun has disappeared from view, and while 
the dusk of evening is deepening. 
During our walk we came upon a bed of 
ie = with rather long, lance-shaped, green 
eaves, fleshy in texture, smooth, and thickly 
spotted with purplish blotches. There were but 
f the two leaves to each plant; from between these 
leaves came up a slender leafless stem crowned with a 
gs of single, rather large, nodding, yellow flower. This 
ar for was the Dog’s-tooth Violet, also called Adder’s- 
hings, tongue, (Erythronium Americanum). It was new 
s, and’ to my Western friend, who was much interested 
early in this plant, which is both curious and beautiful. 
of his It belongs to the Lily family ; and like most of 
that attractive group, has siz separate petals or 
; these floral envelopes around its stamens and pistils. 
The root is a bulb, similar to that of the onion. 
In the scales of this, during the growth of the 
preceding season, nourishment is stored up, which 
enables the plant at the first approach of warm 
weather to send forth its leaves and flowers, from 
its own substance, without waiting for the rootlets 
forms, to grow and absorb fresh supplies from the earth. 


This may account for the early development in 
the spring of many of our bulbous plants, such 
as the crocus, daffodil, hyacinth and tulip of our 
gardens. 

As we passed along the lane which led us to 
the fields, we noticed that the garlic (another 




















































eight or ten inches. 


melt away. 


triloba, or three-lobed. 


visitor. 
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After returning to the village, the ear was unex- 
pectedly greeted with the gurgling melody of the 
Purple Martin, showing that these sprightly birds 
had returned to the boxes which they had occu- 
pied for a number of years, and which had been 
placed under the eaves of a store building, for 
their especial use. Like many others of the 
Swallow family this beautiful bird seeks the 
society of man, and is everywhere a welcome 
He returns year after year to the same 
stations. His animated, musical chatter is cheer- 
ing, and he boldly drives intruding hawks and 
crows from the premises. 
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Selected. 
*TIS FIVE-AND-TWENTY YEARS. 


BY A. S. HOOKER. 








Sitting upon our cottage stoop, 
By autumn maples shaded, 

I called the gentle voices up 
That time had nearly faded. 

The evening light comes from the west, 
In streams of golden glory; 

So fold your head, love, on my breast, 
And hear my olden story. 


’Tis five-and-twenty years, my dear, 
Since, hearts and hands together, 

We launched our bark, the ocean clear, 
And all serene the weather. 

With simple trust in Providence, 
We set the sails upon her; 

My fortune, hope and common sense ; 
Your dowry, love and honor. 


For five-and-twenty years, my dear, 
The billows lightly skimming, 

One day the skies grew murk and drear, 
Our eyes and spirits dimming. 

How dark that night frowned overhead, 
When hope foresaw no morrow ; 

And we, beside our firstling dead, 
Drank our first cup of sorrow. 


’Tis five-and-twenty years, my dear, 
Yet music’s in our dwelling, 

The children’s prattle that we hear 
About our hearthstone swelling. 


This plant is by 
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bulbous plant) had already made a growth of 
And on our return we saw 
numerous tufts of the long, narrow, channelled 
leaves of the Star of Bethlehem (Ornithogalum 
umbellatum) which bears a rather showy white 
flower in the early summer, and then soon withers, 
and all traces of the plant disappear from sight. 
The bulbs, buried in the earth, store in their 
cells the materials for the early growth of the 
plant in the following spring. 
Somewhat similar provisions are made for 
many of the plants which bloom early in the 
season. The Trailing Arbutus (Epigea repens) 
during the summer sends forth its stems and 
thick leaves, which continue green during the 
winter, and are thought to supply much of the 
food for the development of the beautiful bloom 
which is so highly prized, and which for a week 
or two past has been yielding its blossoms and 
its fragrance to the eager hands of its lovers. 
Like the Trailing Arbutus, the Liver Wort 
( Hepatica triloba) keeps its last year’s leaves till 
after the delicate little blue flowers have made 
their appearance in the spring. 
no means common in our vicinity, for the sandy 
soil of southern New Jersey does not seem to 
But it is abundant in the rich woods of 
Pennsylvania, and in the Eastern States ; where 
its flowers appear soon after the winter’s snows 
The leaves are broad, and so in- 
dented as to be divided into three wide, rounded 
lobes, from which is derived its specific name, 
I regret its absence in 
my walks, for it was one of the favorites of early 


God bless them all, the loving band 
So glad to call you mother ; 

With heart to heart and hand to hand, 
Clinging to one another. 


Through five-and-twenty years, my dear, 
Whene’er my arm was weary, 

And scarce I knew the way to steer, 
Your words were ever cheery. 

When, mid the tempest and the night, 
With courage sorely shrinking, 

Then on our way Gel aun us light 
That kept our faith from sinking. 


’Tis five-and-twenty years, my dear, 
Slight change in you revealing ; 

But o’er my brow,—you see them here,— 
The silver hairs are stealing. 

Yet let them come, while still thy breast 
Retains the fond emotion 

That nerved my arm when first we prest 
Our way out on life’s ocean. 

_————_———-- 2 


LIFE IS SO LONG. 
“ But a week is so long!” he said, 
With a toss of his curly head. 

“ One, two, three, four, five, six, seven !— 
Seven whole days! Why, in six you know 
(You know it yourself—you told me so) 

The great God up in heaven 
Made all the earth and the seas and skies, 
The trees and the birds and the butterflies. 

How can I wait for my seeds to grow!” 
“But a month is so long!” he said, 
With a drop of his boyish head. 

“ Hear me count—one, two, three, four— 

Four whole weeks, and three days more; 
Thirty-one days, and each will creep 
As the shadow crawls over yonder steep; 

Thirty-one nights, and I shall lie 
Watching the stars climb up the sky. 
How can I wait till a month is o’er!” 


Selected. 






“ But a year is so long!” he said, 
Uplifting his bright young head. 
“ All the seasons must come and go 
Over the hills with footsteps slow— 
Autumn and winter, summer and spring; 
Oh, for a bridge of gold to fling 
Over the chasm deep and wide, 
That I might cross to the other side, 
Where she is waiting—my love, my bride !” 


“Ten years may be long!” he said, 
Slowly raising his stately head, 
“But there’s much to win, there is much to lose ; 
A man must labor, a man must choose, 
And he must be strong to wait! 
The years may be long, but who would wear 
The crown of honor must do and dare— 
No time has he to toy with fate 
Who would climb to manhood’s high estate.” 


“ Ah! life is not long?” he said, 
Bowing his grand white head. 
One, two, three, four, five, six, seven— 
Seventy years! As swift their flight, 
As swallows cleaving the morning light, 
Or golden gleams at even. 
- Life is short as a summer night— 
How long, O God, is eternity ?” 
+. 
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Incidents and Reflections—No. 129. 
“ PLAINNESS OF SPEECH, BEHAVIOR AND AP- 
PAREL.” 

The testimony of the Society of Friends on 
these subjects is not peculiar to them, but belongs 
to the Church at large—being founded on the 
commands of our Saviour and his Apostles, and 
of the Holy Prophets; and also on roe enings 
of the Spirit of Christ in the hearts of his obedient 
followers. Many indeed are the instances of 
those who have been brought under a living 
concern for their own salvation and been made 
willing to bend their necks to the yoke of Christ, 
who have felt the force of the command, “ put 
away thine ornaments from thee ;” and who have 
seen that they could no longer comply with 
many customs which others thought harmless. 
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This has been the case in all true revivals of 
religion. The early members of our Society 
were led into great simplicity in their manner 
of life, and watchfulness over their words and 
actions. Their liberty stood in the liberty which 
the Spirit of Christ gave them. 

The early Methodists were a simple people, 
who were not ashamed to confess their allegiance 
to their Divine Master by their appearance and 
behavior in their daily walk. 

David Ferris in his Journal, records his ex- 
ercises in this line. He had been led by the 
teachings of the Spirit, without outward help, to 
renounce the erroneous views in which he had 
been educated, and to embrace the doctrines 
held by the Society of Friends: and he had left 
the college in which he was being educated for 
the ministry, and had returned to his father’s 
house. He says:— 


“ After I had been some time at home, new 
objections arose in my mind against a compliance 
with the customs of those among whom I resided ; 
such as bowing and scraping, and putting off the 
hat, saying, ‘your servant, sir, ‘madam,’ &c., 
and against using the ungrammatical, corrupt 
language of‘ you’ to asingle person. Although, 
in past years, I had known various exercises, and 
thought I had learned many hard lessons, yet I 
found much in me that required mortification, 
and that I yet had many things to learn. To 
refuse the use of the plural language to a single 
person, although it seemed a small matter, yet I 
found it hard to submit to. I was convinced 
that the common mode of speaking in the plural 
number to a single person, was a violation of the 
rules of grammar and unscriptural. I also be- 
lieved the pride of man had introduced the 
custom. . . . It was not long before I found it 


my duty to say ‘thee’ and ‘thou’ to every indi- 
j y y y 


vidual. Nevertheless, I found an inclination or 
temptation so to turn the conversation as to shun 
this mode of speech; yet this did not afford 
peace. Small as the matter appeared, I could 
not be easy without being faithful in every 
respect; and my duty in this particular being 
clearly manifested, I reasoned no longer with 
flesh and blood, but submitted to the requiring.”’ 


When Daniel Wheeler had submitted to those 
Divine visitations which were the means of re- 
deeming him from sin and transgression, he 
found, as his children state in his Memoirs, that 
the only path in which he could walk with 
safety, was that of self-denial. “Much mental 
conflict was at this time his portion; but peace 
was only to be obtained by an entire surrender 
of the will; and in -conformity with what he 
believed required of him, he adopted the plain 
dress. He once recounted to a friend in lively 
terms, the trial it was to him to put on a different 
hat to that which he had been accustomed to 
wear; especially as in going to the meeting at 
Woodhouse, he generally met a number of his 
former gay acquaintances, whom he crossed on 
the way to their place of worship, which he had 
himself previously been in the practice of at- 
tending. In this instance it was hard to appear 
openly as a fool before men; he thought if his 
natural life might have been accepted as a sub- 
stitute he would gladly have laid it down; but 
this was not the thing required. He diligently 
examined his heart, and believed he saw clearly 
his Master’s will in the requisition ; and that it 
was a discipline designed to bring him into a 
a state of childlike obedience and dependence. 
In great distress he cried unto the Lord for help; 
and a passage of Scripture was powerfully applied 
to his mind, “ Whosoever shall confess me before 


THE FRIEND. 


men, him will I confess also before my Father 
which is in heaven. His resolution was imme- 
diately taken; he put on the hat, and with his 
mind staid on the Lord, set out to join his friends 
at meeting.” 


In an Epistle written by that worthy minister, 
John Banks, he exhorts parents to teach their 
children “ the plain language of thee and thou to 
every single person ; and to name the days of the 
week, and the months in the year, according to 
the testimony of the Holy Scripture; for this is 
according to truth.” And he further says, “The 
epee of those who truly fear the Lord, is to 

e plain and decent in their apparel, not given 
to change, as they of the world are.” 


John Richardson, who was also an instrument 
in the Lord’s hand to proclaim the way of life 
and salvation, and who travelled for that purpose 
both in England and America, relates that there 
was in his “wild nature,” an aversion to the 
strict living and demeanor, plainness of habit 
and language of the “people called in scorn 
Quakers; and that he learned none of these 
things from them, for, he says, “ When the Lord 
changed my heart, he also changed my thoughts, 
words and ways, and there became an aversion 
in me to vice, sin and vanity,” “ Now I came to 
be clearly convinced about hat-honor, bowing 
the knee, and the corrupt language, as well as 
finery in habit; all which for conscience-sake, 
and the peace thereof, I came to deny, and 
take up the cross to, and had great peace in so 
doing.” 

The experience of Job Scott is very instructive. 
When he submitted his heart to the holy work 
of Divine Grace, he was early convinced that 
“religion was an internal life in the soul,” and 
“that men generally rely too much on external 
performances and appearances.” Thus his un- 
derstanding was opened to see “that a plain, 
decent, and not costly dress and way of living, 
in all things, was most agreeable to true Christian 
gravity and self-denial.” 

“Thus instructed,” he adds, “I bowed in rev- 
erence; and as it became from time to time 
necessary to procure new clothing, I endeavored 
to conform my outward appearance in this respect 
to the dictates of Truth, in which I found true 
peace and satisfaction. Also, He instructed me 
to use the plain Scripture language, THovu to 
one, and You to more than one. The cross 
greatly offended me in regard to these things. 
This form of language in particular, looked so 
trifling and foolish to the worldly-wise part in 
me, and the fear of the ‘ world’s dread laugh’ so 
powerfully opposed it, that I gave way to carnal 
reasoning. ‘What good can this exactness of 
language do. May I not as well serve God in a 
less singular and less contemptible way?’ Such 
reasonings as these, and many more, presented 
in opposition to the holy injunction. But the 
Lord showed me, that if I would be wise, I must 
first become a fool; if I would be his disciple, I 
must first deny myself, take up my cross daily, 
in whatever He required of me, and follow Him 
in the way of his leadings. 

“Tt was very hard and trying to my natural 
will to give up to this duty. This exercise beset 
me day and night for some time, during which 
I had many sorrowful and bitter tears, pleaded 
many excuses, and greatly wished some substitute 
might be accepted instead of the thing called 
for. But He who called me into the performance 
of these foolish things, (to the world’s wisdom), 
was graciously pleased to show me with indu- 
bitable clearness, that He would choose his sac- 
rifice himself; and that neither a right hand nor 


a right eye, neither thousands of rams, nor ten 
thousands of rivers of oil, would by any meang 
answer instead of his requirings. If He called 
for so weak or foolish a thing as the words 
thou and thee to a single person, instead of you, 
nothing else of my substituting would do instead 
of it.” “Perhaps,” says Job Scott, “few will 
believe the fulness of heavenly joy which sprang 
in my bosom, as a well-spring of living waters, 
after my giving up in faithfulness to this requi- 
sition.” 

That self-denial in matters of dress is a testi- 
mony that should be borne by the whole Church, 
and ought not to be confined to any one branch 
is shown by the following case, described in the 
Journal of Eighth Mo. 27th, 1884, by Mary G, 
Smith of Hoopestown, Illinois. 

“ An intimate friend of mine, a member of the 
Methodist society, who has been one from her 
earliest years, related to me the power of grace 
upon her, as regards dress. She had ample 
means before and after marriage to indulge in 
the gay and ornamental robing of the body. She 
said that when growing up and for years, her 
rich jewelry did not interfere with her religion; 
the abundance of ruffles, lace and ribbons had 
no effect on her to hinder her worship. Under 
it all, she could give her experience in class 
meetings, offer prayer in the congregations of the 
people and lived a seemingly spotless life before 
her friends. But at last, an impression was felt 
that she must live closer to God and seek to 
know more clearly his will for her; and in the 
quiet of her own home, she received a baptism 
that opened the seal of the inner sanctuary and 
disclosed many inconsistencies, hindering the pure 
worship of God. When she next went to prepare 
herself to go to meeting, not thinking about 
what she should put on, she took up her jewelry, 
which she had been in the habit of wearing, 
when a voice told her, “God does not need 
these.” She was startled by the thought, and 
again she put forth her hand to place the orna- 
ments on her person, when lo! the same clear 
voice said : “ Thou dost not need these to worship 
me.” ‘Then there arose a contest in her mind as 
to what her friends would think of her strange 
appearance, when once more she heard: “art 
thou not mine? be obedient and thy soul shall 
live.” She left her ornaments in the box, and 
went forth a monument to the effect of a dedi- 
cated heart and to the voice of God in the soul. 

But the next time she went out, the contest 
arose between the desire of her natural will to 
conform to her usual attire, and the spiritual 
light which convinced her that ornaments were 
injurious to the salvation of her soul. She said: 

“T never afterward wanted to put them on,” 
and she felt compelled to remove the ruffles and 
trimmings from her clothes. This was no ‘ Quaker’ 
religion, but a Christ principle, leading the mind 
away from the useless, to the vitalizing essence 


of all good. 
Items. 


—Indians on the Allegheny Reservation.—There has 
been a gradual increase in the number of Indians 
on this Reservation, since Friends first exercised 4 
care over them. In 1798, the number residing there 
was estimated at a little over 500; in 1835-6, at 
690; and in 1886, the Report of the Commissioner 
on Indian Affairs gives it at 935. This surely is 4 
source of encouragement; especially as there is 
reason to believe, that if it had not been for the 
efforts used from time to time by Friends to guard 
these people from the evil designs of unscrupulous 
men, they would have lost their homes and but few 
of them have been left in existence. 


—John Bright's University.Some Friends about 








ip 


Wichita, Kansas, have concluded to establish a 
“Friends’ University” at that place; and have re- 
ceived considerable donations in money and Jand 
for the purpose. It may be doubted whether they 
fully appreciate the magnitude of the enterprise 
they have entered upon. 


—One Effect of Paid Ministry among Friends.— 
The Fourth Month number of The Western Friend 
quotes some remarks made by a minister belonging 
to the Larger Body in Kansas, the purport of which 
was, that “the paying of ministers by wealthy meet- 
ings, and stationing of those supposed to be worth 
paying for, leaves our weak meetings so that minis- 
ters seldom visit us.’ The present influences, he 
thought, were operating to prevent the development 
of those gifts in the ministry which might be con- 
ferred by the Head of the Church, and especially 
the gifts of women. 


—Effect of Ritualism.—In the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, the growth of ritualism has been 
rapid of latter times. One effect of this, says The 
Episcopal Recorder, has been the quiet withdrawal 
of many of its members, who have taken refuge in 
other denominations, 

—English Preaching among the Mennonites.—The 
Mennonites in Bucks Co., Pa., are nearly all of 
Dutch or German descent, and heretofore the 

reaching in their meeting-houses has been in the 
Seamylvanta Dutch language, which is that com- 
monly used in their families. For some years past, 
the English language only has been taught in the 
schools, and it has become so generally understood 
by their people, that the brethren at Line Lexington 
have decided, The Herald of Peace states, to hold 
English services also in connection with the Ger- 
man. 


—The Library of the Convent at Mt. Sinai.—The 
discovery at the Convent of Mt. Sinai of the ancient 
and very valuable manuscript copy of the New 
Testament, known as the Sinaitic Version, has led 
to a further investigation of the literary treasures of 
that monastery. Professor Garthausen, of Leipzig, 
recently spent some months there, and has published 
the results of his researches. 

“He reports,” says The Independent, “ the library 
in a deplorable condition, and says that ‘ the library 
is not in need of codices but the codices in need of 
alibrary.’ A number of the manuscripts are stored 
away in the rooms of the Archbishop, others in the 
cell of the Virgin Mary, others in the so-called 
‘small library,’ and still others in the so-called sac- 
risty of St. John the Baptist. It seems that others 
are stored away elsewhere, and these the monks 
would not allow him to see. The experience with 
the Sinaiticus, which it seems they were virtually 
compelled to ‘present’ to the Russian Czar, has 
made them cautious in admitting strangers to their 
library, and it is thought by some scholars that 
possibly the best of the codices are now hidden by 
the monks. The oldest manuscripts date from the 
eighth, ninth and tenth centuries, and do not seem 
to contain anything not found in other equally old 
manuscripts. The great majority of the codices are 
of a later date, and belong chiefly to the practical 
side of theology and to the monastic institutions. 
No less than two hundred authors are represented 
by these manuscripts. Two hundred manuscripts are 
dated. Egypt, Alexandria, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, 
Cairo, Sinai, Cyprus, Palestine, Patmos, Chersonesos, 
Athos, Cephalonia, Serres, Rhegium, are mentioned 
as places where some of them were written, and 
forty names of owners are found. One hundred 
and forty-seven manuscripts represent the Old Testa- 
ment department, and one hundred and fifty-three 
the New, although not a single complete copy of 
either is now found in the library, although the four 
gospels are found in fifty-six manuscripts, one of 
them dating as early as the ninth century. 


—Canada Law-suit.—Information has been re- 
ceived that the Supreme Court of Canada have con- 
firmed the decision of the Court below, reversing 
the judgment of Justice Proudfoot, and giving the 
property in dispute at Bloomfield to the plaintiffs 
in the original suit. 





_ The supreme need of our day is the Chris- 
tanization of Christendom.—Jos. Cook. 
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In the late Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, at- 
tention was called, on one occasion, to one of the 
effects of entering upon or carrying on religious 
labor, in the will and wisdom of man, which has 
probably claimed less attention than its import- 
ance merits. This is the tendency to beget 
irreverence for sacred things in the mind of him 
who so labors—a tendency which always accom- 
panies such unauthorized labor, although it may 
at times be kept in check, and not permitted to 
develop. 

There is a feeling of solemnity, often amount- 
ing to awe, on the mind of him who is brought 
under religious exercise, and made to feel that 
the Lord has entrusted to him a message for the 
people assembled. Under this feeling many 
have known the very body brought into a state 
of trembling, and have been in a condition like 
Isaiah of old, who, when he saw in prophetic 
vision, the Lord sitting on his throne, was ready 
to exclaim, “ Woe is me, for I am a man of un- 
clean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips, and mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of Hosts.” ‘The true minister 
will never feel it to be a light and formal matter 
to speak in the name of the Lord; although his 
experience in Divine help often extended in time 
of need, may so confirm his faith, that he will 
enter upon the services required with a degree of 
holy confidence in that Power which has hitherto 
helped him. 

But where any one attempts to preach, relying 
on previous study and preparation, or on his own 
natural fluency of speech, as these are the pro- 
ducts of his own efforts and powers, there is noth- 
ing in them that necessarily begets a feeling of 
reverence. There is therefore a danger that the 
more habitual such an exercise becomes, the 
more fully it will descend in his estimation to the 
level of any other of his intellectual efforts. His 
sermons will degenerate into lectures; the human 
element will supplant the Divine; the feeling of 
the need of Divine help will die out, and with 
it the awe and reverence which are the proper 
clothing of the spirit in the presence of Him who 
ruleth over all. From this condition the descent 
into doubt and infidelity is not very difficult. It 
was, therefore, not without just cause for appre- 
hension, that a Friend was concerned to state 
his belief, that among the issues which our chil- 
dren would be called upon to meet, one was the 
seeds of infidelity sown in their midst by that 
irreverence which is produced by handling sacred 
themes in a merely intellectual manner and with- 
out the call and qualification which comes im- 
mediately from the Head of the Church. 

We have been afresh reminded of this danger 
by a paragraph in The Western Friend, in which 
the Editor says: “In my travels, without excep- 
tion, I find that meetings where the greatest 
number of modern ‘ revivals’ have been held are 
the ones where the worst disorder is found among 
the young people. They seem to have lost all 
feeling of reverence for the sacred duty of re- 
ligious worship.” 

In the course of our own journeys we have 
several times received similar testimony as to the 
scattering and benumbing effect upon the people 
of so-called “revival” movements. And in the 
attendance of a large Quarterly Meeting where 
such methods had been favored, one of the things 
that most strongly impressed a stranger, was the 
light and irreverent manner of the preachers, 
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much at variance with the weight and dignity 
which ought to mark assemblies gathered to wait 


upon God, or to transact the business of the 
Church. 





In an account of the late Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting, published in the Christian Worker of 
Fourth Mo. 28th, reference is made to so-called 
devotional meetings held in the afternoons of the 
week of the Yearly Meeting ; at several of which 
portions of the Scriptures were read and com- 
mented on. As the readers of that account 
might suppose that these meetings were a part of 
the proceedings of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 
or held with its sanction or approval, it is right 
to state that they were held in a private house, 
on the personal responsibility of the owner ; and 
that it is understood that comparatively few of 
those who attended them were members among 
us. 

The holding of meetings in this manner, with- 
out the sanction of any organized meeting of 
Friends, is a proceeding so irregular in its char- 
acter, and so liable to abuse, that it has never 
received the approval of the Monthly Meeting 
to which its chief promoter belongs. And the 
feeling of disapprobation which has been felt, 
has been further strengthened by the character 
of the ministers who have been brought from a 
distance to carry on the services, and who are 
among the most outspoken advocates of those 
doctrines and practices, which have destroyed 
the harmony of the Society in many places ; and 
against which Philadelphia Yearly Meeting has 
several times within a few years borne an open 
testimony, especially in the Address issued in 
1883, and the Essay on the Right Qualification 
for Religious Labor, adopted last year. Two of 
the ministers who officiated on this occasion have 
(as we are informed) been baptized in water. 

Beyond the fact that the person at whose house 
these meetings were held has a right of member- 
ship in our Society, we see little more propriety 
in introducing a notice of them into an account 
of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, than into that 
of the proceedings of a Methodist Conference, if 
such a body had been in session at the time. 

This account further states, that on Fifth-day 
morning “devotional” meetings were held in the 
different houses. The meetings here referred to, 
were the usual meetings for worship, held in the 
usual manner. While it may be hoped that a 
devotional feeling prevailed in them, yet they 
were not devotional meetings in the technical 
sense in which that word has latterly been used, 
to denote meetings in which greater latitude is 
given to emotional excitement and to the use of 
outward means to produce it, than is consistent 


with our usual manner of holding meetings for 
worship. 





Adam Clarke, the Methodist writer and 
eee having been invited by some of his 

rethren in profession to visit the United States, 
replied in a Vetter, in which, while declining the 
invitation, he expresses some views that seem 
appropriate to our own Society, as well as to 
those to whom they were more particularly ad- 
dressed. In this letter, he says:— 

“There is no danger so imminent, both to you 
and us, as departing from our original simplicity 
in spirit, in manners, and in our mode of worship. 
As the world is continually changing around us, 
we are liable to be affected by those changes in 
our manners and in our mode of worship. We 
think, in many cases, that we may please well- 
intentioned men better, and be more useful to 
them, by permitting some of the more innocent 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































forms of the world to enter into the Church. 
Whenever we have done so we have infallibly 
lost ground in the depth of our religion and in 
its spirituality and unction.” 


We have received from our friend Charles C. 
Cresson, a small volume edited by him, containing 
biographical narratives of Elizabeth Ashbridge 
and Margaret Ellis; and a letter from John 
Kelpius to Esther Palmer. J. Kelpius was one 
of the early settlers from Germany who settled 
near Germantown, Penna., about the year 1674. 
He died in the year 1708. He was a man of 
uncommon learning and abilities. He lived a 
very retired life and employed a part of his time 
in teaching the neighboring children. 


“Mary Pryor, a Life Story of a hundred 
years ago”—is the title of a biography of that 
valuable Friend, prepared and published by her 
descendant Mary Pryor Hack. 

It contains, among other interesting matter, 
the remarkable account of M. Pryor’s narrow 
escape from drowning, by the sinking of the 
ship on which she was coming to America, on a 
religious visit. This account has been published 
in our columns; and is probably well known by 
many of our readers. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unitep SratTes.—Queen Kapiolani, of the Sand- 
wich Islands, accompanied by her suite, has been visit- 
ing Washington, D. C., and Boston. She expects to 
spend two weeks in New York city, previously to sail- 
ing for Europe, whither she goes to attend Queen 
Victoria’s Jubilee. 

“The largest gas well in the world” has just been 
discovered at Fairmount, near Muncie, Indiana. Ac- 
cording to a test by the State Geologist of Ohio, its 
flow is nearly 12,000,000 feet per day. 

One of the largest deposits of marble in the world, 
as reported, has been.discovered in San Bernardino 
County, California. No less than eleven shades of 
marble have been found in it. 

Governor Ross, of Texas, has written a letter saying 
he cannot attend the Prohibition Convention of that 
State, to be held in Dallas. He contrasts Texas moral- 
ly and materially with Maine, where prohibition has 
long obtained. Texas spends more money on educa- 
tion, has more wealth according to population, has 
fewer divorces, fewer labor strikes, and fewer paupers 
than Maine. But it should not be forgotten that Maine 
has more large towns and cities than Texas, in which 
intemperance, vice and crime are more prevalent than 
in small towns and country places. 

On the 4th instant, the Connecticut House of Repre- 
sentatives, by a vote of 141 to 51, passed a resolution 
for a Prohibitory Constitutional amendment. The 
matter now goes over to the next Legislature. Two 
days later the same House passed a bill fixing a uni- 
form license of $400 for strong liquors, and $150 for 
beer, wine, Xe. 

On the afternoon of the 3rd instant, a severe shock 
of earthquake extended from Centreville, California, 
through Arizona and New Mexico to El Paso, Texas. 
The shock was also felt at Guaymas, Mexico. All the 
reports agree that the shocks were preceded by a rum- 
bling sound. At Tucson, Arizona, buildings were 
cracked and otherwise damaged, and “ great slices” of 
Santa Catatina Mountain were torn from its side and 
thrown into the valley, while vast clouds of dust rose 
above its summit, 7000 feet above the sea level. One 
towering peak, known as the “Old Castle,” has en- 
tirely disappeared. Near Tombstone, Arizona, a lake, 
covering an acre of ground, was dried up. At Torres 
Station, near Guaymas, Mexico, the highest cliff of the 
Chivato Mountain was seen to fall. A number of adobe 
dwellings in Sabinal, about forty miles south of Al- 
buquerque, New Mexico, were destroyed by the earth- 
quake. 

On the night of Fifth Month Ist, and on the 2nd, a 
storm of extraordinary severity raged at Duluth, Min- 
nesota, doing damage to stores, dwellings, streets and 
sewers estimated at nearly $100,000. The cellars of 
over fifty houses were filled with water, and freight 
cars in the St. Paul and Duluth Railroad yards were 
overturned by the wind. 

The deaths in this city last week numbered 468, 
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which was 8 more than during the previous week, 
and 115 more than during the corresponding period 
last year. Of the foregoing 251 were males and 217 
females; 238 adults and 230 minors: 69 died of con- 
sumption; 60 of pneumonia; 37 of measles; 32 of 
diseases of the heart ; 19 of convulsions ; 16 of debility; 
13 of inflammation of the brain; 15 of inflammation 
of the stomach and bowels; 11 of paralysis; 12 of 
typhoid fever, and-10 of croup. 

Markets, &c.—U. 8. 4}’s, registered, 109}; coupon, 
110}; 4’s, 129}; 3’s, 101; currency 6’s, 126 a 137. 

Cotton sold in a small way to spinners, at 11 ets. for 
middling uplands. 

Feed was quiet, but firmly held under scarcity. Sales 
of 1 car poor winter bran, at $19.50, and 2 cars choice 
do. at $21 per ton. Quotations: Bran, western winter, 
choice, $21; do. do., medium, to good, $19.50 a $20.50; 
bran, spring, $18.50 a $19.50. 

Flour and Meal.—Flour met with a fair local trade 
demand at full prices. Sales of 125 bbls. Pennsylvania 
family, at $3.75 ; 250 barrels Ohio, clear, at $4.15; 375 
barrels do. straight, at $4.37} a $4.50; 500 barrels win- 
ter patent, at $4.65 a $4.90; 125 barrels do. do., at $5; 
125 Saeeaie Minnesota, clear, at $4.25; 125 barrels do., 
fancy, straight, at $4.60, and 625 barrels Minnesota 
patent, at $4.70 a $5. Rye flour was quiet at $2.75 a 
$2.85 per barrel. 

Grain.—W heat was firm under a fair export demand 
and light offerings. No.2 red closed at 96% ets. bid 
and 96% cts. asked. Corn was quiet but firm, No. 2 
mixed closing at 47} cts. bid and 47} cts. asked. Oats 
were not in much request but ruled steady, No. 2 white 
closing at 37} cts. bid and 37} cts. asked. 

Beef cattle were in fair request at 4 a 53 cts. 

Sheep were fairly active: wool sheep, 4} a 5{ cts. ; 
sheared sheep, 3 a 4} cts.; wool lambs, 54 a 7} cts.; 
spring lambs, $1.50 to $6 per head. 

Hogs were inactive at a decline of }c., at 73 a 8 cts. 

ForrIGn.—A recent issue of the London Times con- 
tained a fac-simile of an alleged letter written by C. S. 
Parnell to Patrick Eagan, in which the writer and 
other members of the Irish National League are im- 
plicated in the murders of Cavendish and Burke. C. 
S. Parnell pronounces the letter a forgery, and the 
Secretary of the Irish National League of America 
states that a committee of prominent citizens of Ne- 
braska having examined the subject, report their belief 
that the Times’ letter is the production of Richard 
Pigott, a man who had previously endeavored to black- 
mail the League. 

On the 3d instant, Charles Edward Lewis, Conserva- 
tive member for North Antrim, in the House of Com- 
mons, called the House’s attention to the breach of 
privilege committed by the London Tims in an article 
charging John Dillon with having told a falsehood 
when he denied the paper’s allegations that he was an 
accomplice of Sheridan, the Invincible. 

C. E. Lewis concluded as follows: ‘ These wholesale 
charges of lying against Mr. Dillon constitute a distinct 
breach of privilege. I move that the House take 
notice of them.” 

On the 4th instant, W. H. Smith, First Lord of the 
Treasury, announced in the House of Commons that 
the Government had resolved that the Times’ statement 
was not a breach of privilege. An amendment of the 
Lewis motion to this effect being voted upon resulted 
in 297 yeas to 219 nays. W. E. Gladstone then moved 
that a committee be appointed to inquire into the 
charge of wilful falsehood made by the Times, This 
motion was rejected. 

It is reported that the troops of the Ameer of Af- 
ghanistan were recently routed near Jellalabad ; that 
Khelat-i-Ghilzai has been captured; that Ghuzni is 
surrounded, and that the insurgents threaten Candahar. 
The Governor of Herat has sent another demand to 
the Ameer for reinforcements. 

The French Government has decided to prosecute 
the publishers of the paper, La Revanche for publishing 
an article entitled, “Down with the Germans” and 
calculated to arouse a warlike feeling among the French 
people against Germany. 

It is stated that the Pope and the Czar are negotiating 
through a noble Lombard monk with a view to the 
reunion of the Greek and Latin Churches. As the 
Pope is willing to let the Greek Church retain its own 
manner of worship, it is expected that the negotiations 
will be successful. 

The Pope has summoned three cardinals to confer 
with him upon the question of reconciliation with the 
Italian Government, and to arrange conditions upon 
which the Vatican will consent to negotiate. 

On the 3d instant, the Mexican Senate passed the 
House bill repealing the constitutional prohibition of 
a second consecutive term for President. The vote was 


unanimous. The measure now goes to the State Legis. 
lature. 

A telegram from the City of Mexico says, that since 
the perfection of the Government system of telegrap 
a disposition has been shown by the Department of 
Public Works to compel railway companies which use 
their wires for the transmission of private and com- 
mercial messages to cease the practice, leaving the 
business entirely to the Government lines. The matter 
is rapidly nearing a crisis, the companies persisting in 
transmitting private and commercial messages in de. 
fiance of the warning recently officially given them, 
The Director of the Government telegraphs says that 
each company is now liable for $500,000 for breaking 
the law knowingly. 

By the earthquake of the afternoon of the 3d instant 
150 persons were killed at Batrispe, in the Mexican 
State of Sonora. At Oputu 27 persons were killed. At 
the time of the shock a volcanic eruption began in the 
mountains near Batrispe. Seismic activity is reported 
throughout Mexico, with volcanic outbreaks near the 
Guatemalan border, as well as in Sonora. 

A fire, caused by an explosion, broke out in the Vic- 
toria Coal Company’s mine at Nanaimo, British Colum- 
bia, on the 5th instant. Before it could be got under 
control a loss of 189 lives occurred—107 white and 82 
Chinese. More than half the whites leave families, 


CORRECTION.—In poem “Dark Hours,” 39th 
number of “The Friend,” first line, for winds, read 
rinds. 


Marriep, Third Month 3rd, 1887, at Friends’ 
Meeting-house, Germantown, Phila., James M. Moon, 
son of the late Mahlon Moon, of Bucks Co., Pa., and 
EzRAETTA JONES, daughter of the late R. Barclay 
Jones, of the former place. 

———,, on the 5th instant, at Friends’ Meeting- 
house, Fourth and Arch Sts., Philadelphia, CHARLES 
W. LEeps, of Moorestown, New Jersey, to Mary M, 
Hartz, daughter of Elias Hartz, of Reading, Pa. 


Drep, Second Month 6th, 1887, at her residence 
near Trenton, N. J.. Mary DeCov, widow of the late 
Peter DeCou, in the 83d year of her age, a member of 
Chesterfield Monthly and Trenton Preparative Meet- 
ing. 

, on the 18th of Second Month, 1887, at his resi- 
dence in Upper Darby, Delaware Co., Pa., THomas 
RvupopH, in the 63rd year of his age, a member of 
Concord Monthly Meeting of Friends. During a pro- 
tracted sickness, he was enabled to bear his sufferings, 
which were, at times, severe, with Christian patience 
and resignation. He passed through much deep re- 
ligious exercise and travail of spirit ; and near the close 
was favored with the peaceful assurance that all would 
be well with him. His relatives and friends believe 
that, through redeeming love and mercy, he has been 
permitted to enter into that rest prepared for the 
righteous of all generations. 

, at the residence of his son, in Waterloo, 
Blackhawk County, Iowa, on the 23d of Second Month, 
1887, CALEB ENGLE, in the 79th year of his age, while 
on a visit to his children. An esteemed member of 
Plymouth Monthly and Southland Particular Meeting 
of Friends, Washington County, Ohio. 

, on the 25th of Fourth Month, 1887, at his home 
in Plainfield, Hendricks County, Indiana, ELEAzER 
BALEs, in the 94th year of his age. A member of 
Plainfield Monthly Meeting of Friends, and a minister 
for about 60 years. He attended his meeting on First- 
day, preceding his death, and was engaged in lively 
testimony; and continued apparently in nearly his 
usual state of health until his close, which occurred 
with but a moment’s warning. His consistent life, 
sound and edifying ministry and earnest concern for 
all, endeared him to a large circle in the community 
in which he lived. He had a living concern for the 
support of the principles and testimonies of our Society, 
and being of a onle and affectionate disposition, he 
was very serviceable in laboring with those who mani- 
fested evidence of departure from the high spiritual 
standard which characterizes the Society of Friends. 
His mind was preserved strong and clear unto the 
end; and we believe it may be truly said—as a shock 
of corn fully ripe he has been gathered into the 
Heavenly garner. 

——,, at his residence in Germantown, on the 28th 
of Second Month, 1887, JABEz JENKINS, in the 71st year 
of his age. He was a member and overseer of Frank- 
ford Monthly Meeting, Penna. 





